02/01/2006 18:26 FAX 858 731 5001 



FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG 



Si 003 



PATENT 

Appl.No. 09/894,628 

Attorney Docket No. 450100-03297 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

1. (Currently Amended) A contents control method for managing said contents based on 
key code information containing content usage information set within a range that ihe contents 
can be utilized, said method comprising the steps of: 

comparing said content usage rights information with status cods informati on showing 

the usage status of said contents; 

wherein said content usage rights informant stains a predetermined ni mber of times 
forming the counts or a predetermined end <V ««W. the us able end tine until which 

said contents can be used; 

determining whether the contents are used within the range set by said coi itent usage 

rights information; 

comparing said status code information with output setting information having a 
Ihreshold value within the range of said contents usage rights information to want by warning 
report data when in proximity to said contents usage rights in the case where said status code 
information is within the range of said contents usage rights information, 

wherein said warning repo rt data alerts a that a usape limii. of said ccntent, as 

restricted bv the content usage rights information, is nea rw amitifi enable!: - anticipating an 

inability to uti l ize and content s; 

sending said warning report data to a report address using an electronic mail when said 
status code information nears the threshold value of said output setting information; 
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disabling use of the contents when said status code information exceeds the threshold 
value of said output setting information; and 

deleting the contents after a period of elapsed time for deletion has elapsed. 

2. (Previously Presented) A contents control method according to claim 1 ; further 
comprising 

outputting invalidation report data when the use of said contents has been tjisabled. 

3. (Previously Presented) A contents control method according to claim 2, further 
comprising 

outputting deletion report data when said contents are deleted, 

4. (Original) A contents control method according to claim 1, wherein loading period 
information set with the loading timing for loading said contents usage right infatuation, said 
status code information and said output setting information are set in sjud setting information, 
and said status code information, said contents usage information and said setting information 
are compared based on said loading interval information, 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Previously Presented) A contents control method according to claim 5, further 
comprising 
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sending said invalidation report data and said deletion report data to said report address 

using an electronic mail. 

7. (Currently Amended) A contents control device for managing said cont :nts based on 
key code information containing content usage information set within a range where the contents 
can be utilized, said device comprising: 

memory storage means stored with said contents, said key code information, and status 
code information showing the usage status of said contents, and output setting inf mnation 
having a threshold value within the range of said contents usage rights informatio a for warning 
by warning report data when in proximity to said threshold value of said contents usage rights, 

wherein said contents usage rights inform"*™ miHhi™ * predetermined r umber of times 
foT using the entente or a predetermined end date/tim e- shn ^ n p the usable end time until which 

said contents can be used; 

wherein said warning report data alerts a user that a usage limit of said content, as 
restricted bv the content usage rights information , is n ear w araing e n ables anti«apmrig an 
i n ability to utilize said contents ; 

key code monitor means to control usage limits of said contents by comparing said 
contents usage rights, said status code information and said output setting infonr ation to 
determine whether the contents are used within the range set by said content usajje rights 
information, said key code monitor means comprising a function to send said v^rning report data 
to a report address using an electronic mail when said status code infonnation n« ars the threshold 
value of said output setting information; 
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content output means containing a function to reproduce said contents of said memory 
storage means and a function to output said warning report data; 

disabling means for disabling use of the contents when said status code information 
exceeds the threshold value of said output setting information; and 

deleting means for deleting the contents after a period of elapsed time for c eletion has 

elapsed. 

8. (Currently Amended) A program storage medium for storing the contents control 
program for managing said contents based on key code information containing content usage 
information set within a range where the contents can be utilized, said medium comprising: 

memory storage means stored with said contents, said key code information and status 
code information showing the usage status of said contents, and output setting information 
having a threshold value wimin the range of said contents usage rights informaticn for warning 
by warning report data when in proximity to said threshold value of said contents usage rights, 

wherein said contents usage rig* *, information contains a predetermined number of times 
far the stents or * p^etermined e ^ * e " ™ ble end * ™ e which 

<:aiH con tents can be used: 

wherein said warning report d ata alerts a user that nsar*- lhnr of said content, ag 
r^tr iot Rt l hv the content usage rights information, is nearw aiu infi cnotlco anrioiro ti ns ™ 

i nability to utilise said conten ts; 

key code monitor means to control usage limits of said contents by comparing said 
contents usage rights, said status code information and said output setting information to 
determine whether the contents are used within the range set by said content ussge rights 
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information, said key code monitor means comprising a function to send said warring report data 
to a report address using an electronic mail when said status code infomiation neats the threshold 
value of said output setting information; 

content output means containing a function to reproduce said contents of said memory 
storage means and a function to output said warning report data; 

disabling means for disabling use of the contents when said status code inlormation 
exceeds the threshold value of said output setting information; and 

deleting means for deleting the contents after a period of elapsed time for .leletion has 

elapsed. 

9. (Currently Amended) A contents control apparatus for managing said contents based 
on key code information containing content usage information set within a range that the 
contents can be utilized, said apparatus comprising: 

first comparison means for comparing said content usage rights information with status 
code information showing the usage status of said contents; 

whtrahi said con tent usa&e rights informatio n rontons a prede tenrrined number of times 
for using the contents or a predetermined end date/time sh o w ing the u sab le end J ape until which 

said contents can be used: 

deteTrriining means for determining whether the contents are ur,ed within the range set by 

said content usage rights information; 

second comparison means for comparing said status code infoi-mation with output setting 
information having a threshold value within the range of said contents, usage rights information 
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to wain by warning report data when in proximity to said contents usage rights in the case where 
said status code information is within the range of said contents usage rights information, 

wherein said warning report data alerts a user that ansa^. limit of said content as 
restricted by the content us a. pe rights in f ormation, is nearwnmin g cnablcm onticipff iflg-aa 
inability to utilize said cont e nts ; 

output means for sending said warning report data to a report address usinj$ an electronic 
mail when said status code information nears the threshold value of said output setting 
information; 

disabling means for disabling use of the contents when said status code information 
exceeds the threshold value of said output setting information; and 

deleting means for deleting the contents after a period of elapsed time for deletion has 
elapsed. 
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